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2744 S. Wallis Smith
Springfield, Missouri 65804

June 1, 1997

Dear Rountree descendant,

The Rountree Historic Park Association board of directors has suggested that the descendants be

polled for an opinion on the placing of four old Cannefax family headstones in the Rountree
Cemetery.,

The stones are those of Radford W. Cannefax (ca 1775-1843), his wife Anna, and two of their sons,
Joseph (1797-1866), and Chesley (1808-1877). Radford, Anna, Chesley, and another son and
daughter came to the area in 1831, settling in the section next to Joseph Rountree on the west.
Joseph Cannefax and his family came in 1838.

The stones are now in the possession of Ernie Roberts who lives on part of the land of Chesley
Cannefax who lived where his father did earlier. They were leaning up against a shed, when he
bought the property 25 years ago. A neighbor told Mr. Roberts that the stones were brought onto
the place long ago when “they moved the house there.” One of our board members, Craig Jones, is a
Cannefax descendant and he has tried to find funeral records but has been unable to do so.

Every once in a while a relative will ask to see the stones and photograph them. Mr. Roberts is
planning to sell part of the land for a housing development, or possibly all of it, and wants to
protect the stones in a cemetery. I told him that we could not guarantee the safety of the markers
as it is not any safer in the Rountree Cemetery than at any other one in the city, and he realizes
that. If we accept them, we will devise some small marker with an explanation that these are
displaced stones of Joseph Rountree’s neighbors and the gravesites are unknown. There are already
several, perhaps more than 10, people buried in Rountree Cemetery for whom we have not figured
out any family connection. For those people, we will probably have one marker carved, with such
vital statistics as we can get from old records, and list them in chronological order of their burials.
At least we know the Cannefax family were neighbors.

The Rountree Cemetery is over 3/4 restored, most of the liftle apple trees made it through the
winter, and we are planning to put in a brick walk from the cemetery to the house with funds from
our CDBG grant. We will use the funds to buy the materials and the walk will be built by
volunteers. We ran into considerable red tape as far as the parking lot was concerned, and the
money we were granted was only a drop in the bucket as far as the amount needed to meet
government regulations. We have the permit for a gravel drive already, so that is the way to go,
and let the City build the parking lot when we turn it over to them. We are also planning a fund-

- raiser sale of bricks with a person’s name laser-cut into it. More about that later.

Please let me know how you feel about the Cannefax headstones.

G

Patsy D. Corbett, president
RHPA



2744 S. Wallis Smith
Springfield, Missouri 65804

August 18, 1997

Dear Rountree descendant,

The answers to our question of giving a home in the Rountree Cemetery to the
Cannefax headstones were overwhelmingly favorable so that will be taken care of
before we turn the Park over to the City.

The big news is that the cemetery wall restoration stone work was finished at the
end of July and looks beautiful! We do hope to put in a double gate and are still
looking into it at this point.

Enclosed you will find an order form for personalized bricks to be placed in
Rountree Historic Park in an old-fashioned brick path as mentioned in our last
letter.

There are spaces for ordering three bricks. If you wish to order additional bricks,
either photocopy the form or attach a sheet with the information for each additional
brick printed clearly in block letters and note the number ordered in the space
provided.

Sincerely,
ROUNTREE HISTORIC PARK ASSOCIATION

basay

Patsy D. Corbett, president



ROUNTREE HISTORIC PARK ASSOCIATION
PERSONALIZED BRICKS

We are holding a sale of personalized paving bricks to raise money to benefit our on-going development
of a 2-acre portion of the 1830s farmstead of Joseph Rountree and his family. The Rountrees were one of
the very early families settling in Springfield and Joseph was the first schoolteacher. The Park will be
turned over to the City and integrated into the Springfield parks system. Enclosed is a Progress Report
on the project.

For a $50 donation, your name, or the name of someone you wish to honor, will be inscribed upon a
paving brick and placed in an old-fashioned brick path in Rountree Historic Park. Your help will be
greatly appreciated.

If you would like to help the project in this way, please fill in the order below, make your check out to
Rountree Historic Park Association (or RHPA), and mail to:
Patsy D. Corbett, 2744 S. Wallis Smith, Springfield, MO 65804.

..............................................................................

NAME Number ordered
ADDRESS Amount Enc. $
CITY STATE ZIP

PERSONALIZED PAVING BRICK - $50 each
Please print name you wish to have on the personalized brick in block letters in the spaces below.
Inscription is limited to no more than 14 characters per line, including spaces or hyphens, and no more
than three lines. For orders of more than three bricks, print further instructions clearly on a separate
sheet of paper.

Brick1 | I I I | | I | I | I | I | I
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

| I | | I I | I | | I I I | I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 S 10 11 12 13 14

| I I I I I I | | | I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14

Brick2 | I l I I [ | | I | | | I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

| I | I I I | I | | I | I |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

I | I I I I I | I [ | I | I 1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g 10 11 12 13 14

Brick3 | | I I | I I [ I I | I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14

I I I | I I I | I I | I | | I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
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ROUNTREE HISTORIC PARK UPDATE
July 13, 1998

Enclosures:

1. A newspaper notice of Gabrella Rountree’s death on February 18, 1998.

23 A copy of the newspaper article about Archaeology at the Park.

3. A copy of the description of materials and prices for replication of headstones.

In November, 1997, Lawson Weaver donated a little over 2 acres more of Joseph
Rountree’s original 160 acres (making the Park 4 1/4 acres). It includes a 100 foot
strip to the east and a block of about 300" x 300’ on the north. We have moved our
wild-plot corner into the northeast corner of the new part. There are still ground
hogs, deer, rabbits, and other little creatures making their homes in the environs.

We have made inquiries about replication of Nancy’s, Joseph's, and Allen J.'s
headstones at a a couple of monument companies. Both suggested that we not do
an exact replication of the very thin slab of marble of the originals because of the
easy breakage of that type of marker by vandals. They both suggested that we use a
granite instead, which because of its greater density, would provide better resistance
to mold and algae growth, vandalism, and retain the readability of the inscription
long past that of marble. The century-old McClelland monument is extremely
difficult to read while Lucius and Rebecca’s granite one, only a few years later, looks
almost new.

The board agreed that the replacement headstones should be four inches thick
instead of two but decided that we would like to go ahead with the marble. It costs a
little more but is more authentic for 1848 to 1874 headstones. We are investigating a
fairly new chemical application for the marble that is being used on some statues
and also limestone buildings to protect the surface and halt the crumbling.

The University Archaeological Field School at the Park discovered after publication
of the newspaper article that the rubble-filled hole pictured was a basement(?)/
storm-cellar(?) with a hard-packed dirt floor 155 cm deep from ground level, (about
5 feet) a lime and sand mortared limestone wall and an outside entrance which had
been bricked-up, no earlier than an 1897 Indian-head cent was left or lost in it (at a
depth of 103 cm). The pipe to the 11 deep cistern ran across the top of the rubble.
We had never heard of a nineteenth century basement or storm cellar before. It was
not completely excavated due to time constraints so the size was not determined.
The twentieth century storm cellar northwest of the house proved to have 6 steps
down into the ground and appeared to have had the concrete top bulldozed into it.
We are leaving the top step exposed and will have a rail fence around it with an
interpretive sign. Nothing of interest was in the cistern which was probably filled in
the late 30s. It was filled back in with most of the rubble which came out except for
the pieces of limestone which can be used for further building. The cistern rim will
be left exposed with a rail fence around it and an interpretive sign also.

@,@7 PV,
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Eebrusry 2, 1998 Monument Company

Ms. Patsy Corbett

Mr. Paul Arnold

Rountree Cemetery Assn.

2744 S. Wallis Smith L e s

Springfield, MO 65804 1 wvionument £,
NMiemorialisin

Dear Patsy and Paul,

Thank you so much for having visited with me the other day regarding the restoration of memo-
rials at the Rountree Cemetery in Springfield. Following is a summary of your thoughts and ours
toward completion of this commendable project:

Color: A) American Black granite...select #1 grade...from Pennsylvania. This dense, black
with white veil granite is highly recommended for its stain resistance, outstanding na-
tural contrast and extremely low long-term maintenance. B) Royal White granite...
select #1 grade.....from Georgia. This lovely grey-white granite offers excellent natu-
ral contrast and low to moderate long-term maintenance. C) Georgia Cherokee mar-
ble...select #1 grade...from Georgia. The crystalline white with blue veined marble is
an excellent choice in marbles due to its interlocking crystals. Although much softer
and, as a result, not as everlasting as granite, this marble is more resistant to penetra-
ting stains than other marbles and can be cleaned very effectively when soiled. [ do
not professionally recommend the use of marble in circumstances such as this due to
the much shorter service life.

Size & Replacement tablet and base for Nancy Rountree - tablet: 1-2x0-4x3-1 (14" x4"x

Finish: 37") - All-smooth with straight top and ends; base: 1-8x0-10x0-6 (20" x 10" x 6")
Granite...smooth top and natural rustic (rough) sides, marble...all-smooth. Replace-
ment tablet and base for Joseph Rountree and Allen Rountree - tablet as above except
3-2 (38") tall with a one and one-half inch oval top. Base as above.

Footstones for Nancy, Joseph and Allen: 0-8x0-4x1-0 (8" x 4" x 12") All-smooth
with straight top and ends.

Replacement sub-base for McClelland obelisk: 1-2x1-2x0-4 (14" x 14" x 4") All-
smooth Cherokee marble.

Lettering  As we had discussed earlier, we are pleased to offer you the choice of either 1)

& Design: duplication of the existing design (as much as we can determine) and lettering,
or 2) we would provide a custom drawing illustrating lettering and design that
would be similar in appearance to the originals.

IS W, Wadnid  Speinafield, Mo 45906 g67- £336

)- Qoo-T4% - §233
2100 S. Springfield, P.O. Box 61 Bolivar, MO 65613 (417) 326-6261
| o0 743 8223



quality concrete foundations and will include, where needed, heavy stainless-
steel dowel pins with industrial epoxies and commercial sealing compounds. In
addition, any marble provided or reinstalled will be sealed with a quality stone
impregnator to retard the accumulation of algaes, moss, etc.

Completion  Please allow two to three months from receipt of order.
time:

Warranty: All material and workmanship will be fully protected by a comprehensive
written guarantee. We are proud to offer the strongest protection in the industry,

Price:  Complete installed price.....

Nancy's, Joseph's A-1  Regular price..$913.00  Your price...$593.00
& Allen's monu- A-2  Regular price..$871.00  Your price...$567.00
ment

B-1  Regular price...$797.00  Your price...$519.00
B-2  Regular price...$755.00  Your price...$491.00

C-1  Regular price...$977.00  Your price...$635.00
C-2  Regular price...$935.00  Your price...$608.00

For extended concrete foundation on above (approx. 4" all around), please add
$20.00 each to your price; for granite foundation cover, 28" x 18" x 4", pro-
viding approx. 4" of solid granite permanent protection around above, please add
$71. each to above. Please note that the granite base used for (A) will be the
Royal White '

Footstones for above: A-1  Regular price...$169.00  Your price...§109.00
B-1  Regular price...$149.00  Your price...$ 97.00
C-1  Regular price...$149.00  Your price...$ 97.00

For extended concrete foundation on above (approx. 4" all around), please add
$12.00 each to your price. Above footstones may be instalied flush with the
ground or upright. 7

Sub-base for McClelland including new foundation, cleaning and sealing with

peneltrating stoye profectant: '
Regular price...$377.00  Your price...$245.00

For extended concrete foundation on above (approx. 4" all around), please add
$23.00 to your price. For granite foundation cover, 26" x 26" x 4", providing
approx. 4" of solid granite permanent protection around above, please add $98.00
to your price. Granite foundation covers used throughout are Royal White
granite,

Thanks so much, Patsy and Paul, for having given us this privilege of serving you. Rest a§sured
that we would do our very best to please you. We look forward to beginning this outstanding pro-
ject for you!

Kindest regards,
M



. Chnstina Dan I News-Leader
Pieces.of ceramic found by SMS
students in a cislern may help
them learn about Ozarks hislory.

An archaeology class
excavates at the old
Rountree estate to
uncover city history.

By Lisa Wingo
Mews-Leader

Sifting through chunks of brown
earth this week, Quincy Caldwell
marveled at the bounty before her.

A sliver of glass. A piece of bone.
A fragment of smooth ceramic.

Trash, perhaps, to the average
treasure seeker. But [or Caldwell, 23,
zmd therest of her archaeology class,

: these remnants
are clues that
eventually could
reveal a story.

For five
weeks, the Field
School in Histori-
cal Archaeology
at Southwest
Missouri  State
University has dug through the for-
mer homestead of Joseph Rountree,
the patriarch of one of Springfield’s
founding families, They will contin-
ue through next week and will open
the site to (he public Tuesday.

The purpose of the excavation has
been to learn more about Rowntree’s
life, as well as daily life for the aver-
age Ozarker during the 19th century.

So by digging and deciphering
what might be a piece of glassware,
dinnerware or animal remains,
class members hope to be able lo
interpret their findings for genera-
tions to come.

“The idea behind deing this is
that evervday commion folk didn't
leave much of a written record.”
said Brian Thomas, research
archaeclogist at the Center for

SMS students dig up
a story of ‘ihe pasf

| Rountres Histarc
Park. 2901w

Digging for Springfield’s pasi

I

|
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Want to go?
® What: Open house at |
Rountree Historic Park | !
M When:9amloZpm. | !
Tuesday ;
B Where: 2901 W. i
Bennett St. (west of
Scenic Avenue)

Archaeolozical Research at SMS.

"We can use what we find to
understand people’s everyday behav-
for. It's another line of evidence used
to tell the story of the past ™

That storv hias become nereas-
ingly important 1o the Rountree His-
toric Park Assuciation. The not-fur-
profit group formed m 1488 o pre-

Chns Mostyn . News-Leacer

serve the site of the original home-
stead in southwest Springfield

The orgaiization plans to use
the field school's findings to help
interpret history for visitors to the
aite. Ina few vears. after the assoct-
ation’s preservation cfforts con-
clude. the group expects to turn the
four acres over w the Springfield-

Chnistina Dicken / News-Lead:r
SMS studenls Barbie Martin (left) and Mark Johnson excavate a portion of the Rountree Historic Park.
The group from the SMS Field School in Historical Archaeology has been digging there for five weeks,

Greene County Parks Department.
“The point is to make it a city
park, but before we twt it over, we
wanted fo learn as much about it as
pussible.” said Patsy Corbett. presi-
dent of the association, "We were just
hoping we would find the oulline of
what appears 1o be foundations and
feoting stones. We hoped to find
sequences of additions to the house or
1f it. mideed, had anything to do with
the house Joseph Rountree built,”
Using diaries from the Rountree
family, members of the field school
had also hoped to find the location of
a slave cabin and a slave burial site,
To their dismay, their findings
have admitredly been Jess than what
they had wished for. Vandalism,
neglect and bulldozing of some areas
throughout the vears has, 1o some
degree. thwarted excavation efforts,
But students did find evidence of
a 10th century-home foundation.
“We were able to tell that much

See DIG, Page 48

4B News-Leader Saturday, July 4, 1998

iﬁig/ Glass bottles,
tools among finds

—Gommued from 1B

because of the sand and lime mortar
they~used instead of concrete,”
Thomas said.

For students like Barbie Martin,
18, of Mountain View, the dig has pro-
vided a practical taste of how gruel.
ing archaeological

The class also

digs can be. “It's

found a cistern 5 ; ' fun — kind of like
nearly eight-feet //* ‘T'T‘w 16116"0 Z_Je}und playi'r_;g in the
de;p e doing this is that WS e o
when they discov- Y

ered plastic at the everyday conmimon the students plan
bottom, they vy to use their newly
deemed 1t contar- Jolk didn’t leave acquired  field
inated. experience to

.'~*Stitdents were
particularly excit-
ed about a stone
pathway they
unearthed, which,
presumably ance
1ed T¥om the Roun-

record.”

much of a written

— Brian Thomas
research archaeologist, Center for
Archacological Research at SMS

apply for paid
excavations after
they graduate.
Caldwell is one
of those students.
Though she plans
to pursue Ameri-

tree home.

Though they plan to fill in other exca-

vation areas, the stones will be left

uptnvered for visitors to observe.
;Other smaller finds included cut

nails, ceramic pieces, glass bottles

and old farm tools.

. Each small fragment will be tagged

and checked through various manu-

facturers' books to identify them.

can Indian sites in
locales such as Oklahoma, she sees
historical value in the Rountree dig
— regardless of the yield.

“Tt seems like nobody knows
about this place — I know [ had no
idea,” she said. “Yeah, this is a lot of
hard work. But I think it's worth it.
I'm helping people understand my
hometown'’s history.”

- SMSstudent [ -7 ¢
7 Marlena Stu-
. art looks for
- - artifacts ata |
“site in Roun- f
tree Historic [
Park in west
- Springfield,
the original
homestead of
the Rountree
" family,

. Christina Dicken
+ 7= News-Leader
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